A new species of Licuala from sE thailand illegitimately published in 2005 is here validated.
below the crown and with 0.5-1 cm long internodes. Leaves 10-12 in crown, sheath margins disintegrating into fibrous mesh, eventually dropping off; petiole 120-150 cm long, 8-10 mm wide at the base to 4-6 mm across towards the apex, adaxially flattened to channelled towards the base, abaxially rounded to ridged, armed on lower 30 -50 cm, with more or less evenly distributed, irregularly sized, up to 3 mm long, straight spines; leaf blade 60-70 cm across, divided in 11-15 segments, with slightly curved to straight lateral margins, converging basally in funnel-like manner, apical segment sessile, undivided, 35-45 cm long, with 9-11 adaxial ribs, midsegments of more or less equal length, with 3 or 4 adaxial ribs, somewhat obliquely truncate, basal segments 30 -35 cm long, with 2 -4 adaxial ribs, obliquely truncate; indentations leading to adaxial ribs 5-10 mm long, U-shaped, those leading to abaxial splits 2-5 mm long, V-shaped. Inflorescences 1 or 2 per ramet, 80-90 cm long, carrying 4 or 5 partial inflorescences; peduncle as measured to insertion of basal rachis bract 60 cm long; prophyll 30 cm long; basal rachis bract bicarinate tubular, 23-27 cm by 12-15 mm, covered with patches of ferruginous ramenta particularly basally and towards the margins, loosely fitting, irregularly splitting, 5-12 mm long; remaining rachis bracts gradually shorter towards the apex with a single, up to 7 cm long split; basal partial inflorescence inserted 25-30 cm above its subtending rachis bract, branching near point of insertion, with 1-3, 8-12 cm by 2-3 mm rachillae, each bearing 70-90 flowers. Flowers hermaphroditic, protandrous, solitary, bullet-shaped, somewhat triquetrous, 7-7.5 mm long; flowers borne in pairs almost throughout the rachilla, each pair subtended by an inconspicuous up to 0.5 mm long bract, pedicel very short, calyx 4.8-5 mm long, unevenly tomentose, with three shallow, rounded to truncate lobes; corolla 5-5.5 mm long, splitting to c. 2 mm; androecium fused to corolla for 2.2-2.3 mm, staminal ring c. 1 mm high; free part of filaments c. 0.5 mm long; anthers 0.9-1.1 mm long; ovary 1.5-2 mm long, rounded to attenuate apically; style 3-3.5 mm long; locules situated near the middle of the ovary, 0.5-0.6 mm long. Fruits unknown. Etymology -Named after Mr. Pitta Bunnak, who has contributed extensively to palm horticulture in thailand.
Distribution -Known only from the type locality in thailand but should be sought for in adjacent cambodia.
Habitat -this palm is distributed in hill dipterocarp forest and lowland rain forest ranging up to 450 m asl.
conservation status -As long as this species has only been recorded in a restricted area it is of possible concern due to urban development and habitat destruction in one of thailand's fastest developing provinces.
Vernacular names & Uses -None recorded. Note -Licuala pitta is similar to the widespread L. spinosa in its caespitose habit and its overall leaf morphology. it differs from that species, however, by the inflorescences being presented among the leaves, the leaf segments converging basally in a funnel-like manner, the fewer and shorter flowering rachillae and the flowers being almost twice as long. Licuala pitta is reminiscent of L. taynguyensis Barfod & Borchs. (Barfod & Borchsenius 2000) from Vietnam but that species is solitary, and has much larger inflorescences, with zigzag rachillae that bear fewer, rather large and densely long-haired flowers.
